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Thus it came about that by 1797 the First Coalition against
France had been smashed to powder and England was left—
for the first time since the Hundred Years' War—alone in face
of her hereditary enemy, with the result that for two years her
army and fleet were paralysed by the menace of invasion and had
no time to think of anything beyond self-defence. It was not till
the blunder of Napoleon's Egyptian expedition freed them from
this menace that they could resume the offensive, and not till
Europe had once more ranged itself in arms against France
that the opportunity for a telling blow once more arose—only to
be wasted by the launching of the army in an eccentric attack,
as ill managed as it was purposeless. Thus when a really
favourable opportunity offered itself for using the army in close
co-operation with our allies in Italy, we were in no position to
seize it; and even the expedition to Egypt, which in a sense
paid for all by covering with a fitful blaze of glory the conclusion
of a disastrous war, owed its success almost entirely to a
combination of favourable chances on which the planners of it
had no right to reckon.
As regards the army itself, its eight years' contest with
Revolutionary France added to its story a few glorious but
forgotten episodes, and a dreary catalogue of half successes and
disastrous failures redeemed by hardly a single fruitful achieve-
ment.   But the difficulties with which it had throughout to
contend were such as to be almost prohibitive of success.   In
Flanders the jealousy and self-seeking of our allies; in the
West Indies the deadly climate and the flames of social and
racial antagonism ; in the Mediterranean the intransigeance of
naval colleagues and the fatal indecision of  ministers ;   in
Holland the incredibly difficult terrain and the folly of the
Russians—all these might well have baffled the ablest of generals
and the best of troops; and British generals and troops were
both of but average quality throughout the period.   Conse-
quently the tale of the war from 1793 to 1801 is hardly one on
which either the historian or his reader can dwell with any
satisfaction, though it must be remembered that during this
period we were training, often in the school of adversity,
those renowned leaders, and building up those famous regi-
ments, who were soon to acquit themselves so magnificently
on the battle-fields of the Peninsula and Waterloo.
NOTES POR FURTHER READING
The number of good and accessible books on this period is again
scanty. Sir F. Maurice's Diary of Sir John Moore is worth reading
for certain campaigns, The best account of the war with Revolu-

